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Launch of the first Extensive Livestock Expo in Kenya
In order to position Livestock as a priority economic growth sector for
governments both at regional, national & county level, KMT partnered with the
Ministry of Agriculture State Department of Livestock, AgriProFocus Kenya, KCB
Foundation, Kenya Livestock Marketing Council, The University of Nairobi and SNV
Kenya, to host the first ever annual international Extensive Livestock Expo in
Kenya. This is in line with KMT’s Livestock work in Northern Kenya which aims at
investing in inclusive growth of the high potential livestock sector in Kenya.
The one-of-its-kind Expo took place at the University of Nairobi’s College of
Agriculture and Veterinary Sciences, from 4th – 6th November 2015.
The exhibition aimed at promoting the sector as a commercial venture that can
earn farmers better incomes for their livestock.
Themed "Herding for Markets", the Expo brought together extensive livestock
producers and policy makers, financiers, buyers and other livestock value chain
actors.
Graced by 1000 delegates, close to 100 exhibitors and 10,000 livestock
producers from various parts of the country, the expo provided a marketplace for
deal-making by investors, traders, governments and livestock keepers. It was also
a facilitated expert platform for learning and debate between extensive livestock
value chain players in the region. Attendants had the opportunity to explore
opportunities for enhanced livestock marketing.
Read this article and view this pictorial to find out more.

Commercial Hay
Production to
increase milk
yields
Dairy production in
Kenya has dwindled
over the years. One
of the main
contributors to this
decline is the feeds
farmers use on their
cows. Although good
Noah Chemirmir, Hay grower based in Nakuru. Photo: George Mbithi | KMT
quality feed is
essential in
maximising milk production, Kenyan smallholder farmers do not have ready access
to affordable, good quality hay, leading to low milk volumes.
KMT and its partner in the Dairy Work, Technoserve, have been encouraging
farmers and businesses to venture into commercial hay production. This is in line
with KMT’s intervention aimed at creating farmer access to feed and fodder.
There’s a great business opportunity as 1.2 million Kenyans are engaged in the
dairy sector, which accounts for 19% of Agricultural GDP, equating to 7% of
Kenya’s overall GDP.
One successful Hay Grower, Noah Chemirmir, has launched a company to
provide services such as Hay and Hay Seed Production, Training, and Hiring Out
of Farm Machinery. This month, the hay grower held a field day to demonstrate to
farmers, milk processors. Read more about Sochon here.
You can also read this article by Mediamax and this one by Daily Nation about
Commercial Hay Production.

Providing
Quality Crop
Seeds to
Farmers
In Kenya, an
estimated 80% of the
rural population
depends on
Agriculture for their
livelihood. Yields for
most food crops for
these famers are
DR. Irungu Waithaka, Director of Crop Resources, Ministry of Agriculture read
the Speech on behalf of the PS, Ministry of Agriculture to officially open the
below global
Congress.
averages,
contributing to the
common cycle of
poverty and hunger. Some of the key factors contributing to the low productivity is
the poor quality of seed planted by Kenyan farmers, slow adoption of new seed
technologies and research.
This month, KMT partner in the Crop Seed Sector, Agri Experience, helped the
Seed Trade Association of Kenya (STAK) hold their fourth Annual Congress and
Exhibition to address these issues.
STAK Congress brought together Kenya's seed industry players to deliberate on
policy, advocacy, technology, breeding & research and trade issues which affect
farmer access to quality crop seeds, and the country's food security as a whole.
Dr. Johnson Irungu Waithaka, the Director of Agriculture, Crop Resources,
Agribusiness and Market Development in the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and
Fisheries, told attendants of the congress that the government will continue to
strengthen the Kenya Pant Health Inspectorate Services (KEPHIS) to bring order in
the seed trade.
The congress heard that lack of access to credit is a significant barrier to entry
into the sector by entrepreneurs. Dr. Monicah Waiganjo of Kiambu County called
upon County Governments and development partners to make credit available to
seed entrepreneurs directly or through risk sharing arrangements with commercial
banks. This, she said, will help national seed companies grow and avoid sector
monopolisation by the regional and multinational seed companies.
Meanwhile, Paul Kimurto, the Head of Egerton University Seed Unit, authored an
article on seed and seed quality in the Daily Nation's Seeds of Gold publication.
The Professor used many phrases, concepts and lists taken directly from our
work in the Seeds Sector. Read the article here.

Formalisation of
KMT - Dudutech
Partnership
Last month, we highlighted
the plight of Eunice and
her Mitooini Village
Farmers Group, whose
French beans had been
rejected by an importer
due to high chemical
residue levels. We
introduced Finlay’s
Dudutech group, who had
started working with
Mitooini Farmers.
Dudutech trains farmers on usage of biological pesticides. Photo:

This month, we have
formalised our
engagement with
Dudutech by signing an agreement to work together in a pilot in Kirinyaga and
Meru Counties. The Pilot will focus on identification and training of farmer groups
and agro dealers, as well as setting up demo plots for the residents in the two
counties to learn from. Dudutech will identify and train farmer groups in
collaboration with hub-agrodealers in the regions on the use of zero residue
biological control products for environmentally and socially intelligent farming.
Dudutech

The firm has, since 2011, been working with large-scale farms to develop
appropriate biological products designed to reduce pesticide use and active
ingredients in crops, and improve soil health and long term sustainability in
agriculture. Our partnership will help them commercialise the biological pest control
products to the smallholder farmers to help boost food security in the country.
With at least three hub-agrodealers identified in each county, we expect more
than 1,000 farmers to benefit from Dudutech’s pilot in the two counties.
Read more about the importance of bio pesticides here

Staff Profile: Ruth Buyanzi
Ruth Buyanzi, a KMT Inputs Intervention
Officer, is part of the Inputs team that
works with Hub agro-dealers and their
network of stockists to ensure that
farmers receive quality inputs and
accurate information on how to use them.

Ruth Buyanzi, KMT Inputs Intervention Officer.
Photo: George Mbithi | KMT

"We believe that with customer-driven
business models, more small scale
farmers are set to increase their yields as
agro-dealers begin to provide the
necessary information and accompanying
services that are needed to increase
production,” says Ruth.

She is also working with service providers to help them come up with Marketing,
Branding and Customer service training packages for agro-dealers.

Water CS Commissions
Kanyadhiang Water
Supply Project
Water and Irrigation Cabinet
Secretary, Eugene Wamalwa,
Commissioned Kanyadhiang
Water Supply Project on 12th
November 2015.
Water and Irrigation Cabinet Secretary, Eugene Wamalwa
commissions Kanyadhiang Water Project. Photo: SNV
“After touring the lakeside
Homabay County, I am reminded
of the poem of the Old Mariner
‘water, water everywhere but not a single drop to drink’ . I was a student in
Gendia Secondary School and every day I walked for 5Km to clean up at River
Awach then carried 5 litres of water back to school for my use. It is a pity that
20+ years later the situation has not changed much for some of the students,”
said the Cabinet Secretary in his opening remarks.

The occasion was also graced by the Governor of Homabay County Hon. Cyprian
Awiti, M.P. Karachuonyo Hon. James Rege, Homabay C.E.C and Chief Officer
Ministry of Environment, Water and Energy, County Administration, Chairperson
WSTF – Mr. Muisikari Kombo and C.E.O WSTF – Mr. Ismail Shaiye and Lake Victoria
South Water Services Board Staff.
“This is why I am committed to ensure all students have access to safe water,”
said Hon. James Rege, the Karachuonyo Constituency Member of Parliament. The
Homabay County Governor added that, “Water is a determinant of health. Health
indicators are wanting in this county. With improved access to water, we will be
able to alleviate poverty in the county and have our students focus on their
studies." Families will engage in income generating projects in place of the time
spent fetching water.
CS Wamalwa highlighted that even after visiting and commissioning Kanyadhiang,
Tende and West Karachuonyo Water Projects in the larger Western region, a lot
more needs to be done in terms of building innovative partnerships with both the
National and County Government as well as development agencies.
Read this article to learn more about our work with Kanyadhiang Water Project.

New Arrivals
Eric Momanyi is a new
Director in KMT who will be
a shared resource in the
Policy, Analysis, Research,
Climate

Muniu Kariuki (left) and Eric Momanyi, the KMT new arrivals. Photo:
George Mbithi | KMT

mainstreaming,Technological applications mainstreaming, Communications and
Knowledge department.
Eric brings to the role over 12 years of experience in operations, program
management and policy analysis. He is specialised in the use of systems tools to
conduct integrated analysis of complex systems and utilise insights gained to
facilitate systems transformation.
Also joining KMT is Muniu Kariuki, the Business Innovation Manager. The
foundation of his experience is ICT where he has over 8 years of project
management, user experience evaluation and design, solution architecture,
custom software development,and technology consulting experience.
Before KMT he was working for a regional technology firm where he was the
Chief Technology Officer. Under this role, he worked with clients in various
sectors including development, wildlife management, financial inclusion, energy
and agriculture.

Kenya Markets Trust (KMT) uses innovative mechanisms to catalyse and
influence change in market systems through partnerships in the private and public
sector. We work with businesses to influence commercial practices and with the
government to influence policy and regulation. This is geared towards creation of
better performing market systems that are inclusive and create wealth for all,
particularly those at the base of the pyramid.
We highly value your feedback, so please write to us at
comms@kenyamarkets.org for any comments and suggestions you may have
on this newsletter.
Please also visit our Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn accounts for regular updates.

KMT currently receives its funding through the Kenya Market Assistance Programme (MAP). MAP is funded by UKAID
and the Gatsby Charitable Foundation. KMT implements MAP in partnership with Adam Smith International, Agri
Experience, Mercy Corps , SNV and Technoserve.
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